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Mimesis International was launched at the end of 2013 on the initiative
of Mimesis Group, which includes Éditions Mimésis and Mimesis
Edizioni. With a catalogue of 4,000 book titles, Mimesis Edizioni is
one of the leading Italian publishing houses in the humanities. Our
support for free thinking led us to open towards different and merging
research fields in the human sciences while maintaining a keen
interest in philosophy. As an academic publishing company, we work
in synergy and close collaboration with several European universities
and cultural centres. In this European and cosmopolitan spirit we
publish our texts in English and, as in the case of scientific journals,
we also feature multilingual contributions. Our pledge is to take on, in
an original way, the challenges faced by today’s publishing industry, in
order to influence the complex cultural context shaped by new media,
in an ever growing interaction among fields of knowledge.

SERGIO BOLOGNA
THE RISE OF THE EUROPEAN
SELF-EMPLOYED WORKFORCE

Sergio Bologna has long been one of the sharpest analysts and critics of the changing structures in the contemporary labour market. In this new volume, the Italian
thinker focuses on the phenomenon of ‘freelance workers’, and particularly of
knowledge workers, not just as another segment within the global workforce, but
as an emerging category striving to construct its own identity. Far from limiting his
analysis to the realm of the economy, Bologna investigates the difference between
employees and freelancers also in terms of their existential experiences and of
their social relationships, both in the public and private sphere. On this basis,
Bologna argues that the development of a shared identity among freelancers can
function as the first step to establishing a network of cooperation and solidarity,
all the way to the creation of a union of freelance workers. Himself a freelance
worker, Sergio Bologna offers the reader a powerful and passionate argument for
political and existential change in the 21st century.
Sergio Bologna was born in Trieste (Italy) in 1937. He has taught History
of the Worker’s Movement and Industrial Society at a number of universities in
Italy (Trento, Padua) and Germany (Bremen). In the 1980s, he began a logistics
and maritime affairs consultancy for big business and public administrations and
has been a member of expert groups for transport and logistics planning at theMinistry of Infrastructure.
“Today’s freelancers might think they are absolute beginners, but Bologna’s
masterful history of self-employment sets the record straight. A landmark
book in every respect.” Andrew Ross, Author of Nice Work If You Can Get It: Life
and Labor in Precarious Times
“These essays raise profoundly important and fundamental questions about
the reality and the context of self-employment. It is so refreshing to read

such well informed questioning, when the norm has been so often
to see autonomous workers as simply a residual category in the labour
market and rarely worthy of serious examination.” Patricia Leighton, Professor
of European Law at IPAG Business School, France
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// KEY SELLING POINTS //
• Sergio Bologna is an important figure among scholars and researcher of Post-Fordism.
• It provides a strong sociological and political dimension around the concept of self-employment as well as an in-depth
analysis of its historical path.
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CONTEMPORARY WOMEN’S
CINEMA, GLOBAL SCENARIOS
AND TRANSNATIONAL CONTEXTS
EDITED BY VERONICA PRAVADELLI

The anthology explores contemporary women’s cinema in relation to issues related to gender and globalization. The anthology gathers scholars
from several parts of the world – from Italy, the USA, Turkey, Iran, Greece,
New Zealand, Argentina, Germany and Canada. Such a global perspective is mirrored in the book’s content: the essays consider women’s production in the domain of cinema by looking at various films and filmmakers around the globe and by tackling the relation between national,
transnational and global contexts in film production. What comes out is a
multifaceted picture showing that women filmmakers, and especially nonWestern filmmakers, are key social actors able to narrate the complexities
of the current geopolitical condition and of its subjects.
Veronica Pravadelli is Professor of Film Studies at Roma Tre University and a former Visiting Professor at Brown University. She has written
many books and articles on Feminist Film Theory and Women’s Cinema,
film theory, Hollywood cinema and Italian Post-Neorealist cinema. Her
most recent books are Classic Hollywood (Univ. of Illinois P, 2015) and Le
donne del cinema (Women’s of Cinema, Laterza, 2014).
“Transnational feminist practice articulates the relationship of gender to
scattered hegemonies such as global economic structures, patriarchal
nationalisms, ‘authentic’ forms of tradition, religious fundamentalism,
local structures of domination”
Inderpal Grewal and Caren Kaplan
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// KEY SELLING POINTS //
• The book contributes to the debate on women’s contemporary cinema in relation to global and transnational studies by
focusing both on well-known films and filmmakers and on less known works.
• In contrast to recent books on a similar topic, this anthology brings together a truly global and transnational group of
scholars coming from all over the world.
• The book is the first publication of the global network Global Women’s Cinema founded in Rome by the editor of the volume.
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AUTHOR
BODY IMAGES IN THE

TITLE
POST-CINEMATIC SCENARIO
SUBTITLE
THE DIGITIZATION OF BODIES
EDITED BY ALBERTO BRODESCO
AND FEDERICO GIORDANO

What is the current status of the human body in the digital era?
Synopsis
Taking this question as a starting point, the book explores how our
perception of the body has been modified by the advent of new
Author
media biographie
(videogames, transmedia platforms, ARGs), by the rise
of recent devices such as wearable technologies,Virtual Reality,
cosmetic surgery and by the creation of different narratives such
as science-fictions, and TV series. Which kind of identities emerge
within this context? How is our body image disseminated? In the
‘Post-Cinematic’ or ‘Post-Media’ condition, the body becomes a
changeable, flexible, ‘unstable object’. The first part of this volume
analyses the presence of body in the field of television/film and
in social media (changes, aesthetics, new spaces); the second
part focuses on the relationship between the digital media and
the viewer/user, showing how the spectator’s body is subject to a
constant shape modification.
Alberto Brodesco is Research Assistant at the Department
of Sociology and Social Research, University of Trento. He has
published extensively about the limits of representation (violence,
death, pornography, freaks) and the technoscientific imagery on
audiovisual media (cinema, television, YouTube).
Federico Giordano is Researcher at the Università Telematica
San Raffaele (Rome) and Visiting Professor at the University for
Foreigners (Perugia). His main research interests include Italian
contemporary cinema, landscape in the media and game studies.
Among his latest publications: The Archives. Post-Cinema and
Video Games Between Memory and the Image of the Present, ed.
with B. Perron (2014).
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// KEY SELLING POINTS //
• A complete analysis on how new media and current technologies affect the human body and its forms of representation
within the social and political context.
• This
Lorembook
Ipsum
•
is the result of the project ‘The Border Within – Human Body in Contemporary Media’ (2014-2016) which
• focused
Lorem Ipsum
on exploring different configurations of the ‘technological body’.
•
• Lorem
All the Ipsum
books of the series Post - Cinema & Digital Cultures are peer reviewed from an international committee which
• include
Lorem Ipsum
academics from prestigious universities in Europe and abroad.
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GERNOT BÖHME

CRITIQUE OF AESTHETIC
CAPITALISM

Aesthetic Economy is a theory of the recent development of capitalism in
our national economies. Basic needs are easily satisfied and, as a result,
most commodities are no longer intended for consumption, but for the
staging of our lives. That is, they are used to produce atmospheres.
Applications of the theory are found wherever staging is performed: in
commodity aesthetics, in marketing, as well as in the sphere of production. As to technology, we find a turn from useful to joyful technology. And
the technology of entertainment has become a huge part of the general
economy. Similarly, a further horizon of Aesthetic Economy is to be seen
in the aestheticization of politics, the staging of sporting events and the
management of culture.
Gernot Böhme (born 1937) studied mathematics, physics, and philosophy at Göttingen and Hamburg, and completed a PhD in 1965 at Hamburg
University. As a research scientist, he worked at the Max-Planck-Institute
with Carl Friedrich von Weizsäcker and Jürgen Habermas. From 1977 to
2002, he was Professor of Philosophy at Technical University of Darmstadt and, from 1997 to 2001, he was Speaker of the Graduate School
Technification and Society. Today, he is Director of the Institute for Practicing Philosophy, IPPh, and Chair of the Goethe-Association/Darmstadt.
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// KEY SELLING POINTS //
• This book series is the first to combine the aesthetic, the phenomenological and the ontological perspectives for an indepth analysis on the notion of ‘atmosphere’.
• Gernot Böhme, a leading figure in contemporary German ecological thought
• The book is written in an accessible way, these portable volumes are suitable for anyone interested in the field of Social
Science and philosophy and more broadly in the Humanities.
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PETER EISENMAN.
IN DIALOGUE WITH ARCHITECTS
AND PHILOSOPHERS

EDITED BY VLADAN DJOKI AND PETAR BOJANI

Through the structure of the monograph, the book represents a dynamic
approach to the development of contemporary architectural thought. The
dialogue between architects and philosophers with different social and
cultural roots creates new agreements and reflections.
Peter Eisenman discusses with architects and philosophers: Jörg H. Gleiter (Germany), Kim Förster (Switzerland), Preston Scott Cohen (USA), Emmanuel Petit (USA), Mario Carpo (USA), Sarah M. Whiting (USA), Manuel
Orazi (Italy), John McMorrough (USA), Gabriele Mastrigli (Italy), Panayotis
Pangalos (Greece), Cynthia Davidson (USA), Ingeborg M. Rocker (USA),
Alejandro Zaera-Polo (USA), Djordje Stojanovi (Serbia), Greg Lynn (USA)
performing on the stage for two days in Belgrade.
Vladan Djoki , PhD, architect, Full Professor and Dean at the University of
Belgrade – Faculty of Architecture. He is the author of books and scientific
papers in urban planning and urban morphology. He has won numerous
prizes at international architectural and urban planning competitions and
awards for work in practice. He has exhibited at different international
contexts.
Petar Bojani is Professor of Philosophy, Director of the Center for Ethics,
Law and Applied Philosophy and Director of the Institute of Philosophy and
Social Theory (University of Belgrade, Serbia), Co-director of the Center
for Advanced Studies of South- Eastern Europe (University of Rijeka,
Croatia). His work includes also the philosophy of architecture. He is the
author of hundreds of articles and several books, including Violence. The
Reason of State and the Figures of Sovereignty (2007), Provocatio (2008),
Frontier, knowledge, sacrifice. On Last War (2009), Force and Forms of
War (2012), Violenza e messianismo (2014, Mimesis) and Violence et
messianisme (2015, Vrin & Mimesis).
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// KEY SELLING POINTS //
• Peter Eisenman is one of the founding theorists of postmodern architecture.
• By collecting interviews between Peter Eisenman and renowed thinkers and philosophers, this unique book provides an
in-depth overview around the thought of the acclaimed architect from a philosophical, aesthetic, political and ethical
perspective.
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JOSEPH MARGOLIS

THREE PARADOXES OF PERSONHOOD
THE VENETIAN LECTURES
EDITED BY ROBERTA DREON

The starting point of Joseph Margolis’ last philosophical effort is represented by the problem of the human “gap” in animal continuity: “There
appear to be no comparable variants of animal evolution […] effected by
anything like the culturally enabled creation”. While we share with other
animals more or less refined forms of societal life, acquiring a natural language remains a distinctively human character: although it is grounded in
the completely natural favourable changes in the human vocal apparatus
and brain, the merely causal emergence of language in humans reacts
back into human primates by transforming them into persons or selves.
The artifactuality of persons appears to be at the same time a natural
and emergent phenomenon, constituting the other side of the process of
language acquisition both by early hominids and by human infants. In this
perspective the largely informal, mongrel and approximate functionality
of ordinary language is interpreted as a good tool for the cultural animal
to cope with the world, while the collective dimension of human forms of
life appears as the shared context of external and internal constitution of
the human selves.
Joseph Margolis, holds the Laura H. Carnell chair of Professor of Philosophy in the Philosophy Department of Temple University in Philadelphia. A
leading figure in American Pragmatism, he has developed a third original
alternative between analytic philosophy and the continental tradition,
focused on a form of robust relativism, realistic constructivism, and a
philosophy of the cultural world strictly connected with the idea of the
artifactuality of persons. He has published a long series of papers and
more than 30 books.
Roberta Dreon, teaches Aesthetics at the Department of Philosophy and
Cultural Heritage at Ca’ Foscari University, Venice. She has published on
Dewey’s aesthetics, on classical pragmatism, and on phenomenology. For
some years her inquiries have been focused on the relations between
language and sensibility in their wider aspects and consequences, as well
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// KEY SELLING POINTS //
• Joseph Margolis is a leading figure in the philosphical current of American Pragmatism.
• The book provides in-depth overview on the thought of the acclaimed philosopher (cfr. the so-called artifactuality of
persons in comparison to his previous book The Art and the Definition of the Human) as well as new ideas (such as the
mongrel functionality of ordinary language).
• Interested public: experts and scholars in the field pragmatism and philosophical anthropology as well as students who
wish to approach Margolis’philosophy.
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EMANUELE SEVERINO

NIHILISM AND DESTINY
EDITED BY NICOLETTA CUSANO

“Two souls live within us”: one is nihilism and the other is destiny.
In this collection of essays, Emanuele Severino, one of the most fundamental thinkers of contemporary times, illuminates the meaning of these
words and engages with the most profound questions of philosophy, as
well as the most essential matters for each one of us. This volume is
precious not only because of its content, but also because it offers an international audience a preview into one of the most original philosophers
of all time: this is, in fact, the first volume by Severino to be translated
into English. By affirming the eternal nature inherent to each thing, he has
opened up a path previously unknown to philosophy.
Emanuele Severino, one of the greatest living philosophers, member
of Lincei Academy and Professor Emeritus at Ca’ Foscari University in
Venice, teaches at Vita-Salute San Raffaele University in Milan. He is
the author of seminal works that have already been translated into several languages. He regularly writes for the newspaper Corriere della Sera.
Since 2013, he has been the president of the bi-annual journal of theoretical philosophy La filosofia futura (Mimesis). Among
his most recent books are La morte e la terra (2011) and Capitalismo
senza futuro (2012).
Nicoletta Cusano collaborates with Vita-Salute San Raffaele University in
Milan. She is founder and director together with Emanuele Severino of the
bi-annual journal of theoretical philosophy La filosofia futura (Mimesis).
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// KEY SELLING POINTS //
• A groundbreaking book of contemporary philosophy which explores the timely issue of nihilism and destiny.
• A complete overview and the first to be translated in English on the thought of the acclaimed Italian philosopher .
• Through the analisys of the ancient problem of the Being - rooted in Plato and Aristotle and taken up in the modern era by
Heidegger - this book is a landmark for the understanding of Western philosophy.
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QUENTIN MEILLASSOUX

TIME WITHOUT BECOMING
EDITED BY ANNA LONGO

Time without Becoming is the text of the lecture Quentin Meillassoux gave
at the Middlesex University in May 2008. He makes a summary of the
arguments he employed in After Finitude to overcome correlationism from
the inside and to dismiss philosophies of becoming, such as absolute
idealism and vitalism. In particular, he explains the specificity of his
“speculative materialism” by supporting the thesis of the reciprocal
exteriority of matter and mind. In her contribution, Anna Longo challenges
this perspective taking into account the issue of the genesis of the transcendental in Gilles Deleuze’s philosophy.
Quentin Meillassoux is a French philosopher. He teaches at Université
Paris 1 – Panthéon Sorbonne. His influential After Finitude provoked
the anticorrelationist awareness which characterizes the realist turn in
contemporary philosophy.
Anna Longo holds a PhD in Aesthetics from Université Paris 1 – Panthéon
Sorbonne. She is the co-editor of Breaking the spell, an anthology on
speculative realism and its legacy.
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// KEY SELLING POINTS //
• Quentin Meillassoux is considered one of the most influencial thinkers of the twenty first century, especially for having
used the term «speculative materialism» to describe his own position.
• He is one of the leading figures of the philosophical current of Speculative Realism which is an attempt to overcome both
«correlationism» and «post-Kantian» philosophy.
• It constitues a fundamental reading to all those who wishes to apporach Speculative Realism, and more broadly
contemporary philosophy.

MIMESIS
INTERNATIONAL

Mimesis International
via Monfalcone 17/19 - 20099
Sesto S. Giovanni (Milano), Italy

info@mimesisinternational.com
www.mimesisinternational.com

2014

KURT KOFFKA
PRINCIPLES OF GESTALT
PSYCHOLOGY

In this landmark book, Kurt Koffka reformulates the basic question of perception. In the past it had often been assumed that there was really no
need to explain the features of veridical perception. Here, Koffka rejects
this approach: regardless of the veridicality of perception, the researcher
must always ask the question, “Why do things look as they do?” The book
details the phenomenological and holistic approach to this question which
the Gestalt movement embraced, while also reviewing the extensive research which had been conducted up to that time in support of the Gestalt
orientation.
Kurt Koffka was one of founders of Gestalt psychology. Born in 1886,
he received his PhD from the University of Berlin in 1909 and became
an assistant at Frankfurt University. In 1911, he moved to the University
of Giessen, where he taught until 1927. While there, he wrote Growth of
the Mind: An Introduction to Child Psychology (1921). In 1927, he left
for the U.S. to teach at Smith College. He published Principles of Gestalt
Psychology in 1935. He died in 1941.
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// KEY SELLING POINTS //
• A groundbreaking classic in the field of psychology.
• Gestalt psychology is an attempt to understand the laws behind the ability to acquire and maintain meaningful perceptions
in an apparently chaotic world. The central principle of gestalt psychology is that the mind forms a global whole with selforganizing tendencies.
• An essential reading for both scholars and students in the fields of psychology, philosophy and cultural studies.

MIMESIS
INTERNATIONAL

Mimesis International
via Monfalcone 17/19 - 20099
Sesto S. Giovanni (Milano), Italy

info@mimesisinternational.com
www.mimesisinternational.com

2014

Contacts
For books enquiries:
Mimesis International
E: info@mimesisinternational.com
For all book order enquiries and to place an order
contact our distributor:
Oxbow Books (UK)
Tel: +44 (0)1226 734350
Fax: +44 (0)1226 734438
E: orders@oxbowbooks.com
Casemate (US)
Tel: 610 853 9131
Fax: 610 853 9146
E: info@casemateacademic.com

www.mimesisinternational.com

